Denver International Airport

2019 Annual Environmental
Performance Report

flydenver.com

Introduction
Denver International Airport (DEN) opened to the public on February 28, 1995
and is officially a quarter of a century old. Still named “the youngest large
airport in the United States,” DEN continues to adapt and evolve to be an
industry leader in sustainability. One thing remains constant: our long-standing
commitment to proactively consider how we can reduce environmental impacts
with every project we build and every business decision we make.
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Environmental Policy
DEN recently renewed its Environmental Policy in April of 2020 in order to reaffirm our environmental commitment, to comply with the most recent 2015 ISO
Standard and to align with the City of Denver’s policy. The Environmental Policy states:

Denver International Airport (DEN) is dedicated to working with our partners to promote strong environmental performance. Our organization and employees are
committed to business practices, policies, actions, and programs that enhance our performance by:
• P
 rotecting the environment
• Conserving energy and natural resources
• Preventing pollution
• Meeting or exceeding all compliance obligations and voluntary commitments
• Continually improving the Environmental Management System
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Environmental Leadership
DEN’s environmental leadership is proven, time honored, and recognized. DEN’s strong environmental performance
is validated through external certification to the ISO Standard for Environmental Management Systems and the
State of Colorado’s strict compliance requirements for participation in their Environmental Leadership Program
(ELP). DEN was the first commercial airport to design and implement an EMS and DEN has sustained EMS
certification and recognition by the State of Colorado as a Gold Leader for the past 15 years.

Passenger Recognition
According to the 2019 JD Powers Airport Satisfaction Survey, passengers recognize
DEN as the most environmentally responsible of airports in its classification.
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Responsible Energy & Greenhouse Gas Reduction

25,500,000 kWh annually
DEN features one of the largest commercial airport solar power arrays in the United
States, with 7 arrays and a total design capacity of 25,500,000 kWh annually.

52 electric vehicle charging stations
DEN boasts 52 electric vehicle charging stations across the parking garages,
lots, and the 61st and Pena Station.

2.7 million kWh of electricity annually
In 2019, DEN continued to upgrade to high efficiency LED lighting which
will save approximately 2.7 million kWh of electricity annually.

DEN INCORPORATES ALTERNATIVELY FUELED,
HYBRID, AND ELECTRIC VEHICLES IN THE AIRPORT FLEET

173

Buses, Sweepers, and
other vehicles using
compressed natural gas
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106

Electric and hybrid
electric vehicles

293 total
Alternatively
Fueled Vehicles
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Waste Minimization & Diversion

Liquid dumping stations at each security checkpoint,
so that passengers may reuse bottles and/or recycle
their bottles without the liquid contents.

29 water bottle

filling stations

have been located throughout the
facility to reduce plastic waste.

Continued to find new ways to expand DEN’s waste reduction efforts. All new
concessions are required to recycle and compost, and expansion projects will
have built-in, segregated chutes for trash, compost and recycling.

IN 2019 DEN

COLLECTED

RECYCLED

of compost

(373 tons) of glass

144 tons
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746,000 lbs

2,667+ tons
of landfill waste
diverted overall
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Water Conservation & Quality

Replacing standard fixtures with low-flow toilets
and urinals as bathrooms are remodeled.

Over 72% of all
aircraft deicing
fluid was collected
two thirds of which was distilled
and re-purposed for industrial use.
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Corporate Social Responsibility

Donated

105,450 meals
(or 126,540 LBS of food)

LAST YEAR DEN COLLECTED

2.7 tons
of unused
toilet paper
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719 pieces

of luggage for the
Denver Rescue Mission
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Corporate Social Responsibility

4 Buildings

on our campus have LEED
green building certifications

38 Businesses are

Certifiably Green

38 Businesses operating at DEN are a part of the
Certifiably Green Program which is awarded to
businesses who implement sustainable practices.

DEN partnered with Blue Star
Recyclers, who helped us gather

3,965 LBS of equipment
at our annual employee e-waste event. Blue Star Recyclers
is a social enterprise that focuses on hiring, training,
and employing individuals with disabilities and autism.
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2019 Environmental Objectives

Divert municipal
waste from landfill to
beneficial reuse.
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Goal: A
 chieve a collection efficiency of 70% for the
2018 – 2019 deicing season.

Goal: Achieve a diversion rate of 20% for calendar year 2019.

Status: DEN saw great success in its one of a kind glass valet
program, ongoing success in its donation programs and
installed liquid dumping stations at the TSA checkpoint.

Prevent or mitigate adverse
environmental impacts associated
with fire-fighting foams.
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Prevent or mitigate adverse
environmental impacts associated
with aircraft deicing.

Status: This goal was met; a collection rate of 72% was attained
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Prepare for a change in ozone non-attainment
status for the Denver region from moderate to
severe non-attainment.

Goal: Complete planned actions related to product
substitution, testing and training, and remediation

Goal: C
 omplete planned actions in order to comply
with new requirements

Status: This goal was met and focus on this area will continue in
2020. For 2019, DEN purchased a foam free testing device, so
the required nozzle testing was conducted without spraying
traditional foam.

Status: In progress. To prepare for the change in ozone status,
DEN prepared an emissions inventory, and evaluated
impacts on the general conformity evaluation process,
amongst other activities.
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