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Denver International Airport: Committed to Safeguarding the Well-Being
of Our Passengers, Employees and the Environment
Denver International Airport is the 18th-busiest airport in the world and the fifth-busiest in the United
States. With more than 61 million passengers passing through the airport each year, DEN recognizes the
importance of minimizing our impact on the environment. The airport is the primary economic engine
for the state of Colorado, generating more than $26 billion for the region annually. It’s also the largest
airport site in North America, encompassing 53 square miles of land. With all of this in mind, DEN takes
extra measures to ensure an environmentally safe, sustainable future for the airport and for those who
work and travel here.

Commitment to Green Building
DEN strategically considers the long-term economic, social and environmental impacts of all airport
activities to maximize long-term benefits and ensure that our success strengthens our community and
state. As the airport continues to grow, we are committed to investing in sustainable infrastructure that
promotes resource efficiency, human health and safety, and natural resource protection. LEED, or
Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design, is a green building certification program that recognizes
best-in-class building strategies and practices. To receive LEED certification, building projects satisfy
prerequisites and earn points to achieve distinct levels of certification. All new facilities at DEN strive to
meet the Gold level of LEED certification, at a minimum.

Surrounding Density and Diverse Uses
At DEN, we want to make sure passengers have all of the amenities and experiences that make travel
efficient and enjoyable. We offer a wide variety of local and healthy dining options, water bottle refilling
stations, places of respite for religious worship, an open-air Plaza to enjoy the outdoors, one of the
largest airport art collections, spa services for pampering, and a team of therapy animals to delight
passengers with a friendly wag. Read more about the services at DEN that provide passengers with an
elevated experience here.
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Access to Quality Transit
The Transit Center, located on Level 1 under the Westin Denver International Airport, offers travelers a
direct connection between downtown Denver and the airport via the A Line commuter train. Operated
by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) and Denver Transit Partners (DTP), the commuter train
provides 20,000 passenger trips daily and is changing how people experience and access the Mile High
City from DEN. The 37-minute trip from downtown on the commuter train offers travelers direct access
to airline check-in, baggage check and security screening at the airport.
In addition to the commuter train, several RTD bus routes and shuttle companies provide connections
for passengers and employees to surrounding communities. Read more about the transit services at
DEN here.

Heat Island Reduction
The built environment can create an abundance of hardscape surfaces that absorb and radiate the heat
from the sun, creating environments that are artificially warmer than undeveloped areas. This can have
negative impacts on human health, energy efficiency and the environment. To reduce the heat island
effect associated with its development, the airport’s iconic tented roof is white to reflect the sun and
light-colored concrete is used to pave most of the roadways and all taxiways and runways.
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Outdoor Water Use Reduction
The landscaping at DEN is intentionally designed to require no irrigation after a short establishment
period. All the landscaped areas are planted with native, drought-tolerant species that would be
historically found in the airport’s short-grass prairie ecosystem. The semi-arid climate of the eastern
plains typically receives only 12–14 inches of precipitation annually. Therefore, prairie plants have been
selected due to their ability to withstand harsh winds, bright sun and periodic droughts. At DEN, any
landscaped areas that do require temporary irrigation for the establishment period are irrigated for no
longer than 18 months.

Cooling Tower Water Use
Cooling towers and chiller condenser water systems can be one of the largest consumptive end-uses for
water at an airport. Denver’s extremely arid climate contributes to the airport’s need for a large amount
of make-up water for our cooling tower system. The airport works closely with a dedicated water
treatment vendor to reduce our need for cooling tower make-up water by continuously monitoring key
water quality metrics and maintaining the optimal balance between water chemistry, suspended
particulates, cooling tower scale, and the use of make-up water. This monitoring, testing and
maintenance program ensures that the airport uses the minimum amount of make-up water possible to
maintain the condenser water system in a state that provides optimum operational efficiency and
maintenance.

Fundamental Refrigerant Management
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and some other refrigerants have been found to cause environmental harm.
These compounds were commonly used in heating, cooling, and refrigeration equipment. DEN has
phased out the use of all CFCs and replaced them with less harmful alternatives. In addition, the airport
continues to make energy efficient technology upgrades to the Central Utility Plant, which provides
heating and cooling to the majority of the terminal and concourse buildings, and to the smaller heating
and cooling systems at the airport.

Page 3 of 4

DEN Environmental Management
LEED Campus Case Study

Storage and Collection of Recyclables
Over 61 million passengers travel through the airport each year, generating over 13,000 tons of solid
waste annually. Waste reduction, recycling, and composting are high priorities for DEN. The airport has
implemented a wide variety of programs, including recycling more than 20 different types of materials,
to maximize the diversion of trash from the landfill. Materials such as plastic, glass, cardboard, paper,
steel, electronic waste, batteries, and mercury-containing lamps are all included in the recycling
program. The airport currently diverts over 16% of its waste from landfills.

Environmental Tobacco Smoke Control
The airport is committed to maintaining healthy interior spaces for its passengers and employees.
Smoking is prohibited inside the facility and is only allowed in designated smoking areas located at least
25 feet from building entrances and outdoor air intakes.
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